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How We Can Help Your Work
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Giant HogweedCow Parsnip



• Cow Parsnip = Native plant

• Hogweed = Invasive plant

• Hairs:

• Coarse, stiff white hairs circling 
the stem – Hogweed

• Smaller “soft” hairs – Cow Parsnip

• Flower: 

• 50+ divisions in one cluster, 
umbrella shaped – Hogweed

• <30 divisions in one cluster, flat-
topped – Cow Parsnip

• Both: large, compound leaves

• Both: Toxic Sap – Avoid touching!

Hogweed

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/105282.html

vs.  Cow Parsnip



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Wild Parsnip



• Parsnip—“two” year life cycle, taproot, aboveground 
can get 4’+ in height

• Leaves: toothed edge, compound with smaller leaves 
almost diamond shaped (wide) and yellow-green in 
color

• Flowers: yellow, small, in clusters shaped like an 
umbrella

• Flowering: May-July

• Seeds: by early July, persist on plant

Wild Parsnip ID

Bruce Ackley, The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org

John Cardina, The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org

Ohio State Weed Lab , The Ohio State University, Bugwood.org



Vermont Noxious Weed Quarantine

Federal Noxious Weed Quarantine

Illegal in Vermont to knowingly transport plants on these lists

There are permitted exemptions that can be obtained through 
Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets – Judy.Rosovsky@vermont.gov

Noxious Weed Lists

Common Reed Knotweed



Common Reed

How We Can Help Each Other’s Work



Invasive Plants that can be spread by ROOT

Example: Ditching and Fill

Common Reed Knotweed



Invasive Plants that can be spread by STEM or ROOT

Example: Mowing and Ditching and Fill

Eric Coombs, Oregon Department of Agriculture, Bugwood.org

Knotweed
Purple Loosestrife



Invasive Plants that can be spread by SEED

Example: Mowing and Ditching and Fill
Wild Parsnip

Stiltgrass
Eurasian
Honeysuckles Buckthorn Barberry Swallowwort

Wild ChervilCommon Reed

Hogweed



Invasive Plants that can cause skin reactions

Wild Parsnip
Wild Chervil

Hogweed



Roadside Activities & Invasive Plants

Knotweed



Mowing
• Know what invasive plants are present

• Ask, “does this roadside need to be mowed?”

• Always clean equipment at site

• If mowing occurs after seeds, start mowing in 
unaffected areas and move into affected areas 
(reduces spread) 

• For Wild Parsnip, 
Wild Chervil, Swallowwort

• Mow late June, if possible

• If possible, mow more 
than once

Wild Parsnip

Wild Chervil

Swallowwort



Mowing/Excavation/Ditching
For knotweed, common reed, purple loosestrife

• Avoid mowing/removal activities in areas known to 
have these plants if no safety concerns exist

• If removal needs to occur, start in unaffected areas 
and move into affected areas (reduces spread) 

• Remember to get permission from Agency of Ag if 
moving material offsite!

Judy.Rosovsky@vermont.gov

Purple Loosestrife

Knotweed

Common Reed



Early Detection

Swallowwort



New Plant Species!

Stiltgrass

• Only confirmed in Vermont in late 
2019

• Places south (like Massachusetts)     
it flowers in late summer, and sets 
seed by early September

• Spotted along town roads!



Tree-of-Heaven

Tree-of-Heaven

• Very rare in Vermont

• Will potentially aid the spread of new invasive 
insect, Spotted Lanternfly

• New community science project focused on 
tracking Tree-of-Heaven, just started in 2022

• Check out this link to learn more and take part:

https://vtinvasives.org/tree-of-heaven-early-
detection-community-science-opportunity

On the Lookout!   



Report Findings at           VTinvasives.org



https://vtinvasives.org/resource/best-management-practices-for-roadside-invasive-plants

https://vtcommunityforestry.org/resilientROWguide

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/operations/technical-services/environmental/vegetation-management

https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/publications-forms/documents/japanese-knotweed-bmps.pdf

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/operations/documents/OpsMowingBMP_10-1-2016.pdf

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/operations/documents/techservices/Invasive%20BMP.PDF

http://adkinvasives.com/data/files/Documents/BMPs-for-Roadside-Invasive-Plants-in-the-ADKs.pdf

https://www.fws.gov/northeast/cpwn/pdf/activities/InvasiveSpecies/BMPsforRoadsideInvasivePlantsNH.pdf

https://vtinvasives.org/sites/default/files/Alternatives%20To%20Common%20Invasive%20Plants.pdf

https://vtinvasives.org/sites/default/files/Best%20Management%20Practices%20for%20Roadside%20Invasive%20Plants.pdf

http://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Quarantine_WatchListUpdate-2017_November.pdf

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/sfinvasivecontrol.pdf

Other Resources
This presentation and all its links can be made available to participants

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/operations/documents/OpsMowingBMP_10-1-2016.pdf
http://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/operations/documents/techservices/Invasive%20BMP.PDF
http://adkinvasives.com/data/files/Documents/BMPs-for-Roadside-Invasive-Plants-in-the-ADKs.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/northeast/cpwn/pdf/activities/InvasiveSpecies/BMPsforRoadsideInvasivePlantsNH.pdf
https://vtinvasives.org/sites/default/files/Alternatives%20To%20Common%20Invasive%20Plants.pdf
https://vtinvasives.org/sites/default/files/Best%20Management%20Practices%20for%20Roadside%20Invasive%20Plants.pdf
http://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Quarantine_WatchListUpdate-2017_November.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/sfinvasivecontrol.pdf


https://vtrans.vermont.gov/operations/technical-services/environmental/vegetation-management

VTrans Resources

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/operations/technical-services/environmental/vegetation-management


Resilient Right-of-Ways Guide

• Detailed resource for backroads

• Includes information on 

managing for invasive plants



www.VTinvasives.org

http://www.vtinvasives.org/


BMPs

• Simple one-page summary



Giant Hogweed Factsheet

• Double-sided quick 

reference

https://vtinvasives.org/resource/giant-
hogweed-identification-resource



Invasive Plant Factsheets

• Double-sided quick 

reference

• Made possible by a 

partnership with AOT!

https://vtinvasives.org/gallery-of-land-invasives



• Giant Hogweed is VERY rare in Vermont

Take Aways

• Invasive plants harm things we value

• It is illegal to knowingly transport listed 
invasive plants

• If your crew sees a new plant, send it our 
way! 

Swallowwort

• Learning ID, no mow zones or mowing 
from unaffected into affected area, and 
cleaning equipment are all effective at 
slowing the spread



Thanks for
your time!

Questions? 

VTinvasives.org

Purple Loosestrife


